Xibka tal Lampuki

SURROUNDING NETS

01.0.0

Dolphinfish, Lampuki in Maltese, are captured using "fish aggregating devices" (FAD's) called kannizzati. These kannizzati are small rafts made of floating material, which are anchored to the bottom. They were introduced after it was noticed that dolphinfish tend to aggregate within the canopy of shadow that these floats make.

Once the dolphinfish are aggregated, they are caught by surrounding nets without purse-lines. When the boat is near a kannizzati various trolls made out of feathers or artificial bait are set and when one fish is caught, a decoy dolphinfish is thrown into the sea to attract any others that may be present under the kannizzati. When the number of fish present makes it worthwhile, the surrounding operation (15 to 20 minutes) is then undertaken. 

This fishery is carried out at night, from the sunset to the sunrise. Usually the vessels fish during two nights and then return to the port to land the capture.
"Lampuki" fisheries takes place all around the island except for a corridor which is kept free from lampuki kannizzatis so that swordfish fishing can be undertaken. The sites start from 7 miles offshore at intervals of one half or three quarters of a mile depending on the district. Each vessel lay up to 300-400 kannizzati in a straight line (up to 130 nautical miles) along the way points indicated by the Department. The distance between each kannizzati is 0.25 nautical miles.

The dolphinfish (Coryphaena hippurus) season extends from September to November. 

Dolphinfish or lampuka (in Maltese) is one of the most important species for the economy of the Maltese fishing industry. Another species fished as by-catch in this fishery are pilot fish (Naucrates ductor), amberjack (Seriola dumerilii) and wreckfish (Polyprion americanus).
The total number of boats involved in the fishery is aproximately 100. 

The product is commercialised fresh and is for local consume. 

